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A hermeneutic phenomenological approach to socio-cultural and academic adjustment 
experiences of international students
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American Degree Transfer Program, Taylor’s University College, Malaysia

This study sets out to capture the essence of the socio-cultural and academic lived experiences of  international students in a private higher education 
institution as the phenomenon of adjustment has neither been studied extensively nor qualitatively in the South East Asian setting. The narrations of 12 
international students from four countries; Nigeria, Korea, India and Indonesia were gathered through prolonged conversational interviews. The interviews 
were then transcribed verbatim and meaning units identified using the selective and highlighting approach. The formulated meaning units were then 
arranged into clusters which resulted in five themes. The paper concludes with the discussion of specific implications and recommendations to improve the 
campus climate for diversity.

 
 


