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Harnessing the  

curricular and co-curricular  

within the third space 

to build bridging capital  

 



Address some new challenges  

ÅChanging patterns of first year student 

engagement 

ÅChallenges of promoting interaction between 

local and international students 

ÅBuilding bridging capital 

ÅLinking student wellbeing to key drivers/strategic 

agenda such as employability, globalisation, 

OHS/healthy graduate 



Student Wellbeing 

ÅMulti -faith Chaplaincy 

ÅChildcare 

ÅCounselling 

ÅFinances 

ÅHealth promotion 

ÅHousing 

ÅInternational student support 

ÅLegal  

ÅStudent Success 
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Third generation approaches to transition  

 

 

 

 

ÅChanging patterns of  

student engagement  

(Kift , 2009) 

 

ÅComplex wicked  problems  

facing universities 

 

Co-

Curricular  
Curricular  



 

 

The third space 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅDefined this shared third space (Whitchurch, 2008) where 

sustained, sustainable and sustaining Work Integrated 

Learning opportunities to make RMIT a healthier place and 

work ready, healthy graduates 

ÅBuilding Bridging Capital 
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The 

Third 

Space 



ÅOur experience 
 

ÅShared expectations 

ïLanguage 

ïFramework 

ïProcesses 

 in a new learning space 

 

Learning within the third space 
 

I love the fresh ideas that students 

bring to solving problems. As a WIL 

supervisor sometimes the best thing 

you can do, is to not get in the way of 

good ideas. 
WIL supervisor 

When a project is real and 

tangible the students are 

motivated to solve the problem for 

their own self esteem but also 

they become committed to the 

organisation. 
Course coordinator 



ÅPlanned and structured learning interaction to 

ensure academic rigor and a quality outcome for 

student and supervisor 

ÅEfficient in its delivery, for students and third space 

professionals alike 

ÅPromote peer-to-peer 

ÅStructured provide a sustainable solution for the 

RMIT Community work in a sustained manner 

over a number of semesters and is sustaining  

 

 

 

Meaningful student engagement must be: 
 



Types of Student Engagement 
 

Opportunistic involvement 

Å11Minutes Campaign 

Planned student project 

ÅRUOK & Path to Paradise 

Student-developed solution 

ÅBanning the Bottle 

Integration with mentoring program 

ÅSense of Place Research 
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Benefits 
 



Student Wellbeing priorities 

ÅRespect 

ÅCultural Diversity 

ÅMental Health 

ÅHealthy Choice 

 

Student Engagement Grants ï up to $1000 





11 Minutes Campaign http://youtu.be/wGaw7EsVwO0  

http://youtu.be/wGaw7EsVwO0


15 

Paths to Paradise - Masters of Public Art 


